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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

	[bookmark: _mps685044050000000000000000960000000000][bookmark: _mps474008500000000000000004421000000000]Plaintiff(s),
	v.


Defendant(s).
	Case No. 



INITIAL STANDING ORDER FOR FULL CONSENT CASES ASSIGNED TO MAGISTRATE JUDGE ROZELLA A. OLIVER


   



READ THIS ORDER CAREFULLY.  IT DIFFERS IN
SOME RESPECTS FROM THE LOCAL RULES.
This case has been assigned to Magistrate Judge Rozella A. Oliver under Local Rule (“L.R.”) 73.  All counsel and unrepresented parties are ordered to become familiar with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the Local Rules of the Central District of California, and this Court’s Standing Orders.  Counsel for plaintiff (or defendant, if this case was removed from state court), must immediately serve this order on all parties, including any new parties to the action, unless that party has already made an appearance in this matter.
1. Voluntary Consent Cases
		If a case schedule has already been issued by the District Judge prior to reassignment to Judge Oliver, that schedule will remain in place until and unless the parties request modification of the case schedule.  The Court is open to modifying the case schedule upon reassignment pursuant to the parties’ agreement.  If the parties would like to modify the case schedule, they shall file a joint stipulation with their agreed upon schedule as soon as practicable following reassignment and shall email a proposed order to RAO_Chambers@cacd.uscourts.gov.  Alternatively, the parties may jointly email the Court at RAO_Chambers@cacd.uscourts.gov to request a status conference.
2. Related Cases
[bookmark: _Hlk207719399]		The parties are advised that if there is a later-filed related case, that related case will not be assigned or transferred to Judge Oliver as the presiding judge unless the parties in the related case consent to magistrate judge jurisdiction.  General Order No. 24-04, Section II.I.1.b, does not set forth specific procedures for when the judge assigned the lower case number is a magistrate judge.  Although Judge Oliver may be designated as the discovery magistrate judge on the later-filed related case, a district judge will preside over the later-filed matter absent consent.
3. Presence of Lead Counsel
Although the Court would prefer lead trial attorney’s attendance at hearings, it is not required except for the final pretrial conference and other trial related hearings.  For hearings that lead trial counsel does not attend, any attorney appearing on his or her behalf must be prepared and authorized to address the matter scheduled for the hearing.  Any attorney appearing at a hearing must have already made an appearance in the matter or file a Notice of Appearance prior to the hearing.  The Court does not permit special appearances; only counsel of record may appear at any proceeding.
4. Ex Parte Applications
Ex parte applications are solely for extraordinary relief and are “rarely justified.”  See Mission Power Eng’g Co. v. Cont’l Cas. Co., 883 F. Supp. 488, 490 (C.D. Cal. 1995).  Strict compliance with Local Civil Rule 7-19 and 7-19.1 is required.  Any opposition to an ex parte application should be filed and served within 24 hours (or one court day) of service of the application.  Absent leave of court, replies are not permitted.  Ex parte applications will generally be decided on the papers, without oral argument.  The Court will notify the parties if a hearing is desired. 
5. Continuances or Extensions of Time
Any request, whether by application or stipulation, to continue a case deadline or a scheduled court proceeding, must be supported by a sufficient basis that demonstrates good cause why the change in the date is essential.  The Court strongly encourages the parties to stipulate to such requests as the Court will be more inclined to grant a stipulated request than an opposed request.  
Any request to continue a scheduled court proceeding should be filed as soon as the need arises and no later than three (3) court days prior to the proceeding.  If the opposing party will not agree to the continuance, the requesting party may file an ex parte application for continuance stating its and the opposing party’s respective positions.  If the scheduled hearing is less than a week away, the parties should notify the Courtroom Deputy Clerk as soon as possible upon discovering the need to reschedule.
6. Motions
Motions shall be filed in accordance with Local Rule 6-1 and Local Rule 7.  This Court hears motions in consent cases on any non-holiday weekday except for Thursdays, beginning generally at 10 a.m.  Most hearings are held by Zoom, and the moving party may notice their motion for a hearing by Zoom without prior approval of the Court.
It is not necessary to clear a hearing date or time with the Courtroom Deputy Clerk prior to the filing of a motion, but the Court may continue or vacate the hearing date if there is a conflict.  If the Court deems a matter appropriate for decision without oral argument, the Court will notify the parties in advance.  If counsel would like to secure a specific hearing date and time on the Court’s calendar, they may jointly reach out to the Courtroom Deputy Clerk prior to or shortly after the filing of the motion.  
Electronic copies of proposed orders shall be e-mailed to the Court at RAO_Chambers@cacd.uscourts.gov. Proposed orders must be in Microsoft Word format.  Chambers copies of e-filed documents are not required unless requested by the Court. 
Counsel must comply with Local Rule 7-3, which requires counsel to engage in a pre-filing conference “to discuss thoroughly . . . the substance of the contemplated motion and any potential resolution.”
7. Specific Motions
a. Motions Pursuant to Rule 12
Many motions to dismiss or to strike can be avoided if the parties confer in good faith (as required by Local Rule 7-3), especially where perceived defects in a complaint, answer, or counterclaim could be corrected by amendment.  These principles require that plaintiff’s counsel carefully evaluate defendant’s contentions as to the deficiencies in the complaint.  In most instances, the moving party should agree to any amendment that would cure the defect.
b. Motions to Amend
In addition to the requirements of Local Rule 15, counsel shall attach as an appendix to the moving papers a “redline” version of the proposed amended pleading showing all additions and deletions of material.
8. Protective Orders and Discovery Disputes
The parties are referred to Judge Oliver’s procedures on Stipulated Protective Orders and Informal Discovery Dispute Resolution, available at https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/honorable-rozella-oliver.   
9. Filing Requirements 
If a filed or lodged document has declarations, exhibits, or other attachments, each of these must be filed as a separately docketed attachment to the main docket entry with a description of the attachment (e.g., Dkt. 29-1 Smith Declaration, 29-2 Ex. 2 -License Agreement, 29-3 Request for Judicial Notice).
10. Patent cases
Judge Oliver defaults to the Patent Local Rules of N.D. Cal., but the parties may stipulate to modifications to those rules or to the use of a different set of rules.
11. Communications with Chambers
Counsel must not attempt to contact the Court or its law clerks by telephone or by any other ex parte means unless contact has been first initiated by Chambers staff. 
Counsel may contact the Courtroom Deputy Clerk with appropriate inquiries.  The preferred method of communication with the Courtroom Deputy Clerk is by email to RAO_Chambers@cacd.uscourts.gov, with opposing counsel copied on the email. 
12. Pro se/Self-represented parties
It is the Court’s expectation that pro se/self-represented parties comply with the Local Rules and the rules set by this Court.  The Central District of California offers free “Pro Se Clinics” that can provide information and guidance about many aspects of civil litigation in this Court.  The Court provides information for each clinic below, but parties are advised to check the current schedules for each clinic on the Court’s public website.
The Los Angeles Clinic, administered by Public Counsel, is open for walk-in consultations on Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; no appointment is necessary. The Los Angeles Clinic is located at the Roybal Federal Building and Courthouse, 255 East Temple Street, Suite 170, Los Angeles, CA 90012.  For more information or to make an appointment, litigants may call (213) 385-2977, ext. 270.  To submit an on-line request for services or view updated information about this clinic, litigants are directed to http://prose.cacd.uscourts.gov/los-angeles.  
In addition, Public Law Center runs a free Federal Pro Se Clinic at the Santa Ana federal courthouse.  The clinic is open twice a week on a hybrid schedule, and walk-in appointments may be available on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The on-site clinic is in Room 1055 of the Ronald Reagan Federal Building and United States Courthouse, 411 West 4th Street, Santa Ana, California.  For more information, pro se litigants may call (714) 541-1010, Ex. 222, or visit the Pro Se Clinic Home Page found at http://prose.cacd.uscourts.gov/santa-ana.  
Finally, the Public Service Law Corporation runs a free Federal Pro Se Clinic at the Riverside federal courthouse.  The clinic is in Room 125 of the George E. Brown Federal Building, 3470 12th Street, Riverside, California 92501.  The Riverside clinic is open for in-person appointments on a first come basis Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  For more information, pro se litigants may call (951) 682-7968 or they may visit the Pro Se Home Page at http://prose.cacd.uscourts.gov/riverside.
13. Notice to Be Provided by Counsel
Plaintiff’s counsel or, if plaintiff is appearing pro se, defendant’s counsel, shall provide this Order to any parties who first appear after the date of this Order and to parties who are known to exist but have not yet entered appearances.
14.  Disclosures to Clients
Counsel are ordered to deliver to their respective clients a copy of this Order.

The Court thanks the parties and their counsel for their anticipated cooperation in complying with these requirements.

DATED:												
ROZELLA A. OLIVER
						UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
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